

    
      
          
            
  
Welcome to Read the Docs

This is an autogenerated index file.

Please create an index.rst or README.rst file with your own content
under the root (or /docs) directory in your repository.

If you want to use another markup, choose a different builder in your settings.
Check out our Getting Started Guide [https://docs.readthedocs.io/en/latest/getting_started.html] to become more
familiar with Read the Docs.
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microform


The Mercury Web Parser API shuts down 4/15/2019. This project relied on the Merucry Web Parser API, and so will no longer function as is. I’ve archived this project as of 4/12/2019.


(For those interested, Postlight has open-sourced the Mercury Parser API: https://github.com/postlight/mercury-parser)

microform is a command-line utility for reading articles in the terminal. It uses Mercury Web Parser [https://mercury.postlight.com/web-parser/] and tomd [https://github.com/gaojiuli/tomd] (an HTML to Markdown converter) to fetch a web page and generate a readable, markdown version of its content. microform serves a purpose similar to other “reader” services, such as Readability [https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Readability_(service)], Safari Reader, Firefox Reader View, Instapaper.

microform makes use of requests-cache [https://github.com/reclosedev/requests-cache] to cache responses from Mercury Web Parser. The default database is a mercury.sqlite file. However, you can configure microform to use a DB name of your choice, by setting the MERCURY_DB_NAME environment variable.

Note:
In general, I’ve found Mercury Web Parser to be very good, but there are some cases when it fails to correctly parse an article that other services (such as Firefox Reader View or Instapaper) parse correctly. If your article seems to start in the middle or seems truncated, this is likely why. I’m open to ideas on how to improve this and interested in allowing users to configure microform with their preferred parser. Pull requests addressing these issues are very welcome.






Installation & Configuration

pip install microform

The only required environment variable that must be set is MERCURY_API_KEY, which should be set to the API key provided to you by Mercury Web Parser.

Other configuration options include:


	MERCURY_DB_NAME: name of the sqlite db where cached reponses from Mercury Web Parser are stored.


	MICROFORM_PAGER: The pager that will be launched to display your article







Requirements


	Python 3


	requests


	requests-cache


	tomd







Usage

microform https://foo.com/barticle

You can convert links to references, with a set of endnotes appearing at the end of the article by using the --refs option:

microform https://foo.com/barticle.com --refs

Note: Before using, you must set the MERCURY_API_KEY to the API key provided to you by Mercury Web Parser.


Pagers

microform defaults to printing your article to stdout. However, using a pager is much more enjoyable!

You can set microform to use your pager of choice by setting the MICROFORM_PAGER environment variable.

For example, export MICROFORM_PAGER="less" will allow you to read your article in less.

I’m particularly fond of using vim in read-only mode — in conjunction with the Goyo [https://github.com/junegunn/goyo.vim] and vim-markdown [https://github.com/plasticboy/vim-markdown] plugins — as my pager.

My current MICROFORM_PAGER env var is set to view -c "Goyo 50%x10%%", which will launch your article in Vim in read-only mode and uses the Goyo plugin to format the width and height of the resulting text. Syntax highlighting is handled by vim-markdown.






Screenshot

Here’s an example of the output using the configuration described above. The example article is http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/07/water-moon-formed-volcanoes-glass-space-science/.

[image: _images/screenshot_example.png]screenshot
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There's even more water on the moon than we previously thought, according to new analysis o
 tiny glass beads left over from ancient volcanic eruptions.

The naturally occurring beads were collected in the 1970s as part of the Apollo 15 and 17 m
issions, which landed near zones of volcanic activity. The beads formed when magna bursting
onto the surface crystallized in such a way that water became trapped inside.

However, scientists couldn’t be sure if the Apollo samples are unique or if other volcanic
flows on the moon are filled with water-bearing glass. (Find out how [flying oceans of magn
a help demystify_the moon's creation](http://news.nationalgeographic. con/2015/04/150408-moo
n-form-giant-inpact-eartn/).)

In a [new study published in Chttp: //nature. com/articles/doi:10.1
038/nge02993), scientists reexamined the Apollo samples and used more recent satellite data
o Look for signs of water-bearing beads elsewhere on the moon. They found that the volcan
ic deposits are indeed widespread, which suggests that the material inside the moon is wett
er than previously thought.

“The fact that they see this feature associated with the glasses tells us that there was in
deed quite a bit of water in the interior of the moon when these volcanic eruptions were oc
curring,” says Anthony Colaprete, a NASA scientist who reviened the paper*.*

Here’s what we now know about water on the moon.

Scientists used to think the moon was completely devoid of water, but recent studies have p
roven that false.

Yes, but only very recently. Scientists used to think the entire moon was bone-dry. But in
2008, researchers examined those glass beads from the Apollo samples and [found the first k
nown_trace amounts of water](http://nens.nationalgeographic. con/news/2008/07/080709-moon-wa
ter.htnl).
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